
Alvin High School English I PAP 2018 Summer Reading REHUGO Assignment  

What is the purpose of REHUGO? To discover what our society feels is true and important. 

How do we discover this? We listen to what society is saying to us through our music, art, literature, films, 
and current events. 

REHUGO: Beyond preparing you for a different type of thinking, we want this assignment to be 
something you will look back on fondly. It should be a journey, driven by your thoughts about the world, 
and it is our hope that it will impact you well beyond this year. You must ask yourself: What is society 
telling you? 

Rationale for this assignment: The cultural events of the world inform every piece of text to which we 
are exposed. Good writers pay attention to the world around them and comment on it in their writing. 
The deeper our understanding of culture, the better we can comprehend text; the better we comprehend 
text, the better able we are to write with sophistication.  

Assignment Explanation:  

Your REHUGO is the start of an assignment you will continue the first few weeks of school that collects 
and analyzes your cultural and context-building experiences. Creating your REHUGO provides you with 
many opportunities to strengthen your awareness of the world around you while also improving your 
ability to write and think critically about many important social issues.  

You will create a scrapbook from this summer’s exploration that will eventually support your universal 
truth. This project will be graded on your thorough understanding and knowledge of the sources, as well 
as your presentation of these sources and your experiences. You will apply your learning at the beginning 
of the school year by writing a universal truth paper in class. You are required to bring a hard copy of 
your portfolio pages to class by Monday, September 3, 2018. 
 
View the following page to understand what REHUGO stands for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please sign the bottom and return to your student’s current English teacher stating that you received the 
Summer Reading Assignment and understand the expectations on the following page. 
 
 
Student Name: ________________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
Parent Signature: _____________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
To successfully complete the Summer REHUGO project, complete each section.  

 



REHUGO stands for: 

❖ R – Reading - Read one (1) historical fiction book from the suggested historical fiction book list. 
o You will create a page in your scrapbook for the book in which you write a two to three 

paragraph summary of the book that includes three important quotes, and create a visual 
representation of the book (photos, drawings, collage, etc.) that exhibits your knowledge of 
understanding.  

 
❖ E – Entertainment - View one (1) movie related to the content of your selected historical fiction 

book. This cannot be the movie of your actual book, but it must connect to your book.  
o You will create a page for the movie in which you write a two to three paragraph summary 

of the source that includes at least one important quote, and create a visual representation 
of the source (photos, drawings, etc.) that exhibits your knowledge of understanding. You 
can attend a showing of the film or watch it at home, but you must present a ticket stub 
(original or created) on your page. 

 
❖ H – History - Research a historical event related to the content of your selected historical fiction 

book. 
o Print at least one article about that historical event and be prepared to use it in class on 

September 3, 2018. 
 

❖ U – Universal Concepts/Truths - This will be completed in class during the first few weeks of 
school. 
 

❖ G – Government & Current Events - Research a current event that is related to the content of 
your selected historical fiction book. 

o Print at least one article about that current event and be prepared to use it in class on 
September 3, 2018. 

 
❖ O – Observations & Personal Experiences - This will be completed in class during the first few 

weeks of school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions about the expectations of this summer reading assignment, please contact 
Christi Strange, AHS 9th Grade Team Lead, at cstrange@alvinisd.net. We look forward to discussing your 
reading experiences over the summer! 

 
 

 
  

mailto:cstrange@alvinisd.net


Historical Fiction Novel Choices 
Choose one of the following novels as your summer reading text. 

 
** Please note that because these are historical fiction, some of these books may contain mature or 
uncomfortable subject matter. Be sure to read the synopsis, reviews, and the table of contents before you 
decide on your book. As always, be an informed reader! 
 
**Also - if you read a little of your book and don’t like it, choose something else! We will be working with 
this book for several weeks when school begins. Find something you will enjoy reading. 
 
Shecter, Vicky Alvear. Cleopatra’s Moon. 
Selene grew up in a palace on the Nile under parents Cleopatra and Mark Antony - the most brilliant, powerful rulers on 
earth. But when a cruel Roman Emperor takes the country and whisks the princess to Rome against her will. She finds 
herself torn between two young men and two possible destinies - until she reaches out to claim her own. 
 
McCammon, Robert. Boys Life. 
In me are the memories of a boy's life, spent in that realm of enchantments. These are the things I want to tell you.... 
award-winning masterpiece, a novel of Southern boyhood, growing up in the 1960s, that reaches far beyond that 
evocative landscape to touch readers universally.  
 
Sepetys, Ruta. Salt to the Sea. 
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward freedom, 
many with something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that 
promises salvation, the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust 
in each other tested with each step closer to safety. 
 
Anderson, Laurie. Fever 1793. 
It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down near the 
docks, many have taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the serving girl at the Cook 
Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of her childhood playmate. 
New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, located far from the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns 
of fever are all but overshadowed by dreams of growing her family's small business into a thriving enterprise. But when 
the fever begins to strike closer to home, Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight—the fight to 
stay alive.  
 
McCormick, Patricia. Never Fall Down. 
This National Book Award nominee from two-time finalist Patricia McCormick is the unforgettable story of Arn 
Chorn-Pond, who defied the odds to survive the Cambodian genocide of 1975-1979 and the labor camps of the Khmer 
Rouge. 
 
Baskin, Nora Raleigh.  Nine, Ten: A September 11th Story.  
Relates how the lives of four children living in different parts of the country intersect and are affected by the events of 
September 11, 2001. 
 
Sepetys, Ruta.  Between Shades of Grey.  
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to 
Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family 
and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author’s family, includes a 
historical note. 
 
 
 



Perez, Ashley Hope.  Out of Darkness. 
Loosely based on a school explosion that took place in New London, Texas, in 1937, this is the story of two teenagers: 
Naomi, who is Mexican, and Wash, who is black, and their dealings with race, segregation, love, and the forces that 
destroy people. 
 
Wait, Lea.  Uncertain Glory.  
At thirteen, Joe Wood wants to be a newspaperman. He’s even borrowed money to start his own press. But it’s April 
1861, and the young nation is on the brink of civil war. Joe has to help Owen, his assistant, deal with being black in a 
white world; talk his best friend, Charlie, out of enlisting; and help Nell, whose uncle claims she can speak to the dead. 
When Owen disappears, Joe must save him. 
 
Talley, Robin.  Lies We Tell Ourselves.  
In 1959 Virginia, Sarah, a black student who is one of the first to attend a newly integrated school, forces Linda, a white 
integration opponent’s daughter, to confront harsh truths when they work together on a school project. 
 
Tash, Sarvenaz.  Three Day Summer.  
During the three days of the music festival known as Woodstock, Michael Michaelson of Somerville, Massachusetts, and 
Cora Fletcher, a volunteer in the medical tent who lives nearby, share incredible experiences, the greatest of which is 
meeting each other. 
 
Ritter, John H.  Choosing Up Sides.  
In 1921 thirteen-year-old Luke finds himself torn between accepting his left-handedness or conforming to the belief of his 
preacher-father that such a condition is evil and must be overcome. 
 
Preus, Margi.  Shadow on the Mountain.  
In Nazi-occupied Norway, fourteen-year-old Espen joins the resistance movement, graduating from deliverer of illegal 
newspapers to courier and spy. 
 
Peck, Richard.  Fair Weather.  
In 1893, thirteen-year-old Rosie and members of her family travel from their Illinois farm to Chicago to visit Aunt Euterpe 
and attend the World’s Columbian Exposition which, along with an encounter with Buffalo Bill and Lillian Russell, turns out 
to be a life-changing experience for everyone. 
 
Orlev, Uri.  The Man from The Other Side.  
Through the maze of filthy sewers under Nazi-occupied Warsaw, teenage Marek has to help his rough Polish stepfather 
smuggle food and arms to the desperate Jews in the walled-up ghetto. 
 
Kravitz, Asher.  The Jewish Dog.  
This bestselling novel in Israel follows the life and thoughts of Caleb, a contemplative dog unusually fascinated with 
human affairs. Born into a German-Jewish household in the mid-1930s, Caleb witnesses firsthand the rise of Nazism and 
the Holocaust. When events separate him from his Jewish owners, he is adopted by a Nazi family and employed by the 
SS as a military dog. 
 
Angus, Sam.  Soldier Dog.  
With his older brother fighting in the Great War, fourteen-year-old Stanley runs away to join the army and is assigned to 
the War Dog School, and given a Great Dane named Bones to train. 
 
Kent, Kathleen. The Heretic's Daughter  
Martha Carrier was one of the first women to be accused, tried and hanged as a witch in Salem, Massachusetts. Like her 
mother, young Sarah Carrier is bright and willful, openly challenging the small, brutal world in which they live. Often at 
odds with one another, mother and daughter are forced to stand together against the escalating hysteria of the trials and 
the superstitious tyranny that led to the torture and imprisonment of more than 200 people accused of witchcraft. This is 
the story of Martha's courageous defiance and ultimate death, as told by the daughter who survived. 






